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Mathematics Class Information

Mr. Dougherty 2019-2020
Haverford Middle School

Welcome to world of Math in Focus, the mathematics program currently being used in sixth grade at Haverford Middle School.  I am happy to have this opportunity to introduce you to the sixth grade curriculum and other information that should help us start our year together smoothly.  

The goals of the Math in Focus program are:

· Develop mathematical knowledge, understanding, and skill
· Develop the capacity to define and solve problems with reason, insight, inventiveness, and technical proficiency

· Build on and make connections among mathematical ideas and concepts

· See connections between mathematics and other disciplines

Homework:

Homework nights are typically Monday through Thursday.  Homework is designed to help students practice mathematical concepts being studied in class.  We will go over homework at the beginning of the next class period so assignments should be completed for credit the day they are assigned.  If you miss a homework assignment, a zero will be entered in PowerSchool.  This means that you did not have your work done for that day.  No homework assignment completed on the due date will receive a zero so, if you see a zero in PowerSchool that means the assignment was not turned in.  If you turn in a late assignment, you can receive partial credit.  Late homework will not be accepted after two days.  Homework will be posted on my website under assignments.   
Homework is expected to be done in pencil and all necessary work must be shown in order to receive full credit.  Homework is graded on the following point scale:

· 5 if completed fully, according to directions, with all necessary work shown

· 4 if completed with the exception of one problem, most necessary work shown
· 3 if not complete, but more than half done, some necessary work shown
· 2 if half done, little or no necessary work shown
· 1 if less than half done, or for answers only, no necessary work shown

· 0 if no attempt is made, or not handed in
Grading:

The quarter grade for the course will be determined by the following percentage breakdown:

80% Tests/Quizzes/Quick Checks
20% Classwork/Homework

Please check PowerSchool regularly for updates to grades.  If there is ever any question concerning grades please feel free to contact me.

Supplies:

You will need to bring the following materials to class everyday unless instructed differently.

· A one inch thee ring binder with divider tabs labeled as follows:

1. Notes

2. Warmups

3. Homework

4. Handouts

5. Assessments

· Lined paper for sections 1 through 3
· Pencil
· Math book for current unit of study
· TI 34 Multi-View calculator

Absent:
You will be required to make up all lessons/assignments when you return from an absence.  On the day of your return, before homeroom or during a working lunch would be a good time to check in with Mrs. Young.  You can go to my teacher website and check on the assigned homework.  In addition, online access to your textbook is available through www.my.hrw.com.  
Extra Help:

I am available for extra help upon request.  I will be happy to work with students during a “working lunch” any day of the week.  Students can stay upstairs in room 206 during lunch to complete makeup work or receive extra assistance and/or review concepts as needed.  In addition, a 6th grade math help club will run twice a week after school (days and room to be determined) starting in October and running through May.    

Teacher Contact:
I am most easily contacted by email at ldougherty@haverfordsd.net.  My phone number is (610) 853-5900 x5206.  You will need to leave a message as the phone system sends outside callers directly to voicemail.  I will try my best to return your call as soon as possible.
I have high expectations for my students, but I have high expectations for myself as a teacher, too.  If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to let me know.  I am looking forward to a great year working with you all!
Please share and discuss this paper with your parents or guardians.  Once everyone has reviewed the expectations, please sign this letter below.  Keep this letter in your binder under the handouts tab for reference throughout the year. 

I have read and understand the expectations described in this letter.
___________________________________                        ________________________________________
                Student’s Signature




          Parent/Guardian’s Signature

